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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 
Date $Bp.t.emb.e;c...2*....1.9.7j5.. State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
Embargo South Australia 5001 
227 2688 
The South Australian Government is to completely, abolish rural land tax. 
This was announcsd today by the Premier and Treasurer, Mr. Dunstan. 
Legislation will be introduced into State Parliament shortly to eliminate the 
tax, effective from July 1, 1976. At the same time, substantial reductions 
in metropolitan land tax rates will be introduced. 
4 he changes will cost the State Government more than $6.2 million this inancial year. 
Announcing the decision, Mr. Dunstan said the Government recognised the many 
problems facing farmers, particularly in view of the serious drought 
affecting most of the State. 
"The rural community is in a serious situation because of the combined 
effects of depressed commodity prices and the drought, Mr. Dunstan said. 
"The Government has already announced measures for drought relief and I 
expect further measures will be announced next week. We are concerned to 
ensure that farmers' financial situations are not made worse because of 
State taxation. 
^jJhe removal of rural land tax will give farmers substantial relief, and 
Tfieans that farmers will no longer,have to worry about the effect of increasing 
land valuations in relation to land tax. 
"The Government is very concerned with the problems of the rural sector and is 
anxious to assist wherever it can. 
"We have cut succession duties for country people very markedly. Only a few 
weeks ago I announced the complete abolition of death duties for all estates, 
regardless of size, passing between husbands and wives. 
"In fact the combined effects of taxation relief we have given the rural 
community over the last year means that primary producers are very much better 
off now. 
"The easing of liquidity problems in the rural community will be of great 
assistance to farmers trying to combat the effects of the depression in their 
indus try". 
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The South Australian Government is to completely abolish rural land tax. 
This was announced today by the Premier and Treasurer, Mr. Dunstan. 
Legislation will be introducsd into 5tate Parliament shortly to eliminate the 
tax, effective from July 1, 1976. , At the same time, substantial reductions 
^ ^ metropolitan land tax rates will be introduced. 
The changes will cost the State Government more than $6.2 million this 
financial year. 
Announcing the decision, Mr. Dunstan said the Government recognised the many 
problems facing farmers, particularly in view of the serious drought 
affecting most of the State. 
"The rural community is in a serious situation because of the combined 
effects of depressed commodity prices and the drought, Mr. Dunstan said. 
"The Government has already announced measures for drought relief and I 
expect further measures will be announced next week. We are concerned to 
ensure that farmers' financial situations are not made worse because of 
^^;ate taxation. 
"The removal of rural land tax will give farmers substantial relief, and 
means that farmers will no longer have to worry about the effect of increasing 
land valuations in relation to land tax. 
"The Government is very concerned with the problems of the rural sector and is 
anxious to assist wherever it can, 
"We have cut succession duties for country people very markedly. Only a few 
weeks ago I announced the complete abolition of death duties for all estates, 
regardless of size, passing between husbands and wives. 
"In fact the combined effects of taxation relief we have given the rural 
community over the last year means,that primary producers are very much better i 
off now. 
"The easing of liquidity problems in the rural community will be of great 
assistance to farmers trying to combat the effects of the depression in their 
industry". Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
